THE   RISING   STAR
made the following remarkable statement, excusing his own behaviour and his love of his favourite. 'I, James,5 he began, cam neither a god nor an angel, but a man like any other. Therefore, I act like a man, and confess to loving those dear to me more than other men. You may be sure that I love the Earl of Buckingham more than anyone else, and more than you who are here assembled. I wish to speak on my own behalf, and not to have it thought to be a defect, for Jesus Christ did the same and therefore I cannot be blamed. Christ had his John and I have my George.91
On the next New Year's Day the King gave a further demonstration of this affection by conferring the high rank of Marquis upon Buckingham, a title which he had not bestowed since his coming to the throne. The creation was carried out privately, by letters patent delivered into Buckingham's own hands, in the presence of a few noblemen, amongst whom was the Lord Keeper, Bacon. Buckingham rarely bore malice, and, following a complete apology, Bacon had been received back into favour. But the old frank relationship between them had been irretrievably destroyed.
It is difficult to convey an adequate impression of how completely Buckingham had come to be the pivot upon which affairs of court and state were to turn. New appointments, the continuance in high positions, all depended upon his favour. Archbishops, Bishops, Judges, Generals, and hosts of small officials daily petitioned him until eventually the press of this business became so overwhelming that he delegated part of it to his brother. At the beginning of 1616 Bacon had warned him that this was bound to happen, and had given him some excellent advice as to how to deal with those who sought his favour. He counselled him never to advance those who were incompetent
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